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òNOTHING IS MORE POWERFUL IN EVANGELISM THAN    

A LIFE HUMBLY LAID DOWN FOR CHRIST AND THE      

GOSPEL.  A MISSIONARY MARTYR IS THE ULTIMATE     

IMITATOR OF CHRIST.ó   DAVID SITTON  

 

Leonard Dober and David Nitschman stood on the deck of a ship in the Copenhagen 
harbor hugging, weeping, and waving final goodbyes to their family and friends as 
they set sail on October 8, 1732.  In order to have easy access to suffering slaves 
in the West Indies, they sold themselves into slavery.  They knew they would  
probably not return alive from this gospel mission.  How could they do that?   
Where did they get the courage to do such a ridiculous thing? 
 

@YcbUfXėUbXė8Uj]XėibXYfghccXėh\YėfYU`]hmėcZėUėð@UaVėg`U]bñėUbXėV`ccX-purchased 
men for God from every tribe and language and nation (Rev. 5:5-10).  Their      
bare-knuckled theology and rationale of mission were conceived from verses such 
UgėFYjY`Uh]cbė'(0''"ėðH\YmėX]Xėbchė`cjYėh\Y]fė`]jYgėgcėaiW\ėUgėhcėg\f]b_ėZfcaėXYUh\$ñėė
The ransom for the elect of all nations was pre-paid (through death) by Jesus.  The 
only task remaining was to go get them (through death, if necessary) for Jesus.  
These two Moravian brothers valued the seeking and saving of lost sheep more than 
they valued their own lives.  Consequently, they considered their lives as       
ðkcfh\ė bch\]b[ñė ^ighė hcė VYė ZU]h\Zi`ė ]bė ðhYgh]Zm]b[ė hcė h\Yė [cgdY`ė cZė ;cXógė
[fUWYñėė 5Whgė(&0(* $ė 
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This  issue  of  the  To Every Tribe  magazine  focuses on the going and sending of  
missionaries.  Fanatical going is exemplified in the Moravian missionary movement 
and is related more fully on pages 8 - '($ėė=ėdifdcgY`mėigYėh\YėkcfXėðZUbUh]WU`ñėėėė
fYU`]n]b[ėh\Uhė]hėaUmėVYėa]gibXYfghccX$ėėð:UbUh]WU`ñėaU_Ygė7\f]gh]UbgėgcibXė`]_Yė
Muslim extremists who hatefully slam airplanes into trade centers with the intent of 
slaughtering their enemies.  The difference with Christian martyrdom is that I am 
opposed to killing.  Instead, my desire is to demonstrate the love of Christ by dying, 
when necessary, in order to authenticate the message of the cross I proclaim. 
 

I want this article to describe the extreme exuberance (fanaticism) the Moravians 
showed in the sending of their missionaries.  I believe missionary senders should 
giZZYfėUgėaiW\ėUgėh\cgYėk\cėUWhiU``mė[c$ėėH\YmėXcbóh$ėė6ihėh\Ymėg\ci`XëėėH\]gė]gėk\mė
I often challenge churches to send missionary martyrs to the nations î and          
be financial (and prayer) martyrs to make sure they get sent.  The Moravians  
beautifully epitomized both of these responses to the Great Commission. 
 

There is a deliberate sacrifice that true partner-senders should make for the gospel.   
Consider these ways the Moravians organized their lives around the Great Commission: 
 

 They understood all are called to either go or send.  Therefore, the     
expectation was that everyone must be ready when called upon for a hard 
gospel challenge. 
 

 H\YmėX]XbóhėVY`]YjYėa]gg]cbUf]YgėkYfYė\YfcYg$ėėH\YmėhUi[\hėh\YfYėg\ci`XėVYė
so many missionaries among them that it was common place.  
 

 The Moravian community always tithed their people and money.  Even their 
local church was supported out of their pockets after the 10% for the   
nations.  This resulted in more than 22,000 missionaries being sent out 
during the 100-year prayer watch.  
 

 Every newly planted church accepted this tithing principle of people and 
money.  This meant every new church was expected to be a sending 
church. 
 

 They taught their men practical skills in order to be self-supporting so 
more finances would be available for missionaries who could not support 
themselves. 

 

 Moravian families raised their children for the privilege of someday    
sending them as missionaries.  They typically sent out new missionaries in 
h\Y]fėYUf`mė(&óg"ė_bck]b[ėh\Ymėkci`Xė`]_Y`mėVYėXYUXėk]h\]bėhkcėmYUfg$ 
 



 They felt honored to be included in the number of gospel martyrs.  In the 
early days, seventy-five of their missionaries died from disease or were 
killed by hostile people in Guyana.  Replacements were immediately and 
joyfully sent to take their place. 
 

 They purposely lived their lives at low economic levels.  Higher income   
X]XbóhėaYUbėUėV][[Yfė\caY1ė]hėaYUbhėh\YėgUaYė\caYėk]h\ėacfYė[]jYbėZcfė
the unreached places. 
 

 Many young men wanted to go to the hardest and most despised places.  
=aU[]bYė[c]b[ėhcė;fYYb`UbXėcfėh\Yė5fWh]Wė7]fW`Yė]bėh\Yė'-&&ógë 
 

 Many of them joyfully chose singleness because these really tough places 
would not be conducive to family life.  They said it was an honor to      
sacrifice marriage for the quicker spread of the gospel.   
 

How is that for a church planting strategy?  How many students can we recruit 
from the upcoming URBANA WcbZYfYbWYėZcfėh\YėYei]jU`YbhėcZėUėðVYWcaYėUėg`UjYėhcė
hU_Yė7\f]ghėhcėh\Yėg`UjYgñėa]gg]cbUfmėWfi]gY4ėė:fYYėdUggU[Yėdfcj]XYXėhcėh\Yėėėėėė
Bahamas in the belly of a slave ship, chains and leg irons supplied at no extra 
charge!  How many would still go if they were told that 19 out of 20 of them would 
be dead within two years?  How many applications could we expect from an 
ðUXjYfh]gYaYbhñė`]_Yėh\Uh4 
 

Most Moravian missionaries never returned home.  They were part of a suicidal 
stream of gospel laborers who carried Christ to the farthest edges of the earth.  
Getting the gospel established in the remote, hostile places of the world requires no 
less today.   
 

H\Yėcddcfhib]hmė]gėmcifg"ė]Zėmció``ė\UjYė]h$ėėMciėXcėbchėbYYXėUėgdYW]U`ėj]g]cbėZfcaė
God to go.  Simple obedience is enough.  Do not risk losing out on the privilege.  
Fanatical going and sending glorifies God! 

 
Because Jesus is worth it, 
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God gave his son  
to spread his glory.   

Our missionaries are giving their lives 
to spread his glory.   
What will you give  
to spread his glory? 

Your tax-deductible contribution may be made by  
Check, Credit Card, or EFT. 

 
You may mail checks to:   

To Every Tribe,  
P.O. Box 1572,  

Los Fresnos, TX 78566 

Come see us at Booth #332 at the URBANA conference!Come see us at Booth #332 at the URBANA conference!  

PLEASE CONSIDER TO EVERY TRIBE IN YOUR YEAR -END GIVING.  

Questions?  
  

www.toeverytribe.com     office@toeverytribe.com     (956) 233-4353 



By  
Ron Sanford,  
Executive Director, To Every Tribe 
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Who comes to your mind as the greatest missionary: William Carey,             
Hudson Taylor, Adoniram Judson, David Livingstone?  Did you think of Jesus?  
Here are some essential traits of an effective missionary.   Consider them in 
light of the life and ministry of Jesus: 
 

A Passion for the Glory of GodA Passion for the Glory of GodA Passion for the Glory of God   
First and foremost in the mind of the missionary must be a passion to worship God and see  
him glorified in all things.  Just before going to the cross, Jesus made it clear that the          
�µ�o�š�]�u���š�����‰�µ�Œ�‰�}�•�����(�}�Œ���Z�]�•���o�]�(�������v�����������š�Z���Á���•���š�Z�����P�o�}�Œ�Ç���}�(���'�}���X�����,�����•���]�����]�v���:�}�Z�v���í�ó�W�í�U���^�&���š�Z���Œ�U�� 
�š�Z�����Z�}�µ�Œ���Z���•�����}�u���W���P�o�}�Œ�]�(�Ç���Ç�}�µ�Œ���^�}�v���š�Z���š���š�Z�����^�}�v���u���Ç���P�o�}�Œ�]�(�Ç���Ç�}�µ�X�_ 

 

A Commitment to the Purposes of GodA Commitment to the Purposes of GodA Commitment to the Purposes of God   
Missionaries face many distractions and attacks which threaten to lead them astray.  The  
�š���u�‰�š���š�]�}�v���]�•���P�Œ�����š���š�}���o�}�•�����•�]�P�Z�š���}�(���'�}���[�•���‰�µ�Œ�‰�}�•���•�����v�����Œ���‰�o���������š�Z���u���Á�]�š�Z���š�Z���]�Œ���}�Á�v���}�Œ�� 
�š�Z�}�•�����}�(���}�š�Z���Œ�•�X�����:���•�µ�•���•���]�����]�v���:�}�Z�v���ð�W�ï�ð�U���^�D�Ç���(�}�}�����]�•���š�}�����}���š�Z�����Á�]�o�o���}�(���Z�]�u���Á�Z�}���•���v�š���u���� 
���v�����š�}���������}�u�‰�o�]�•�Z���Z�]�•���Á�}�Œ�l�X�_ 

 

A Willingness to Leave Family A Willingness to Leave Family A Willingness to Leave Family    
Every missionary bears the hardship of living apart from parents, children, grandchildren,  
grandparents, and friends.  Jesus left his Father in order to accomplish the mission which  
was given to him (John 17:4). 

 

A Willingness to Leave PossessionsA Willingness to Leave PossessionsA Willingness to Leave Possessions   
Missionaries pay the price of giving up most of their worldly possessions and security in  
�}�Œ�����Œ���š�}���(�}���µ�•���š�Z���]�Œ���‰�Œ�]�}�Œ�]�š�]���•���}�v���l�]�v�P���}�u���Á�}�Œ�l�X�����:���•�µ�•�[�•���‰�}�•�•���•�•�]�}�v�•���]�v���Z�����À���v���Á���Œ�����v�}�š�� 
material.  But he did let go temporarily of some of the divine qualities he possessed.   

�^�d�Z�}�µ�P�Z���Z�����Á���•���]�v���š�Z�����(�}�Œ�u���}�(���'�}���U���~�Z���•�����]�����v�}�š�����}�µ�v�š�����‹�µ���o�]�š�Ç���Á�]�š�Z���'�}���������š�Z�]�v�P���š�}������ 
   �������P�Œ���•�‰�����X�_���~�W�Z�]�o�]�‰�‰�]���v�•���î�W�ò�•�X 
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